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"I	could	never	live	there"
says	someone	who	has	never	heard	the	
squeaky	crunch	of	fresh	snow	under	their	
boot,
or	tasted	the	lahme	bi	ajeen	on	Lyndale	
Avenue,
or	felt	the	water	of	Cedar	Lake,	Bde	Maka	
Ska,	or	Minnehaha	Creek	between	their	toes,
or	seen	a	sun	dog	rise	between	skyscrapers	at	
8am,
or	removed	a	glove	to	shake	hands	with	a	
man	at	the	bus	stop	after	giving	him	10	
dollars,
or	seen	neighbors	come	to	each	other's	
defense,	armed	only	with	signs,	phones,	
whistles,	and	bodies.
I	love	my	neighbors.	I	love	my	home.	I	love	
Minneapolis.		
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(“I	could	never	live	there”)
Love	Song

for	SATB	divisi	chorus

to	The	Singers	-	Minnesota	Choral	Artists;	Matthew	Culloton,	conductor
with	love	and	solidarity	to	residents	and	lovers	of	all	"scary"	cities

Copyright	©	2026	by	Scott	Senko	Music.	All	rights	reserved.
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*Repeat	this	figure	ad	lib.	with	singers	one-by-one	gradually	(but	without	doddling)	shifting	to	measure	25.	Singers	should	individually
intone	boxed	figures	in	a	rhthmically	free	way	informed	by	a	naturalistic	articulation	of	the	text.	A	little	variation	in	tempo	between
singers	is	fine	(and	encouraged),	but	nobody	should	sing	the	figures	too	slowly.
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“I could ne ver live there.” “I could ne ver live there.”

ooh

“I could ne ver live there.”

“I could ne ver live there.” “I could ne ver live there.”

S.

A.

T.

B.

Pno

   

 

   

   

   

 

   





approx.	5-10	seconds approx.	5-10	seconds
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



    

 



 

            






 

        

 



   

   

 


              

 
  

      





 










molto	dolce

(enough	time	for	cortisol	to	drop)
(T2) +T1

Warm	and	Tranquil 	=	52



















( )























































- - -

-

-

says some one who has ne ver heard the squeak y

(ooh) says some one... says

says some one...

S.

A.

T.

B.

Pno

  





  

 

28

  
 

    
     







          




         

            



        

 
      




          





  






 



























sub.	














































- -

- -

- -

- -

says some one... or tast ed the

crunch of fresh snow un der their boot, says some one...

some one... says some one... says

says some one... says some one... says

S.

A.

T.

B.

Pno



 

 

 

  

  

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

              

        



     
 

        




          

 
  

       

   


  
   

    









  

 


 






   



























  






 














 






































- - - - -

- -

- - -

- - -

lahme bi a jeen on Lyn dale A ve nue, or felt the wa ter of

says some one... or felt the wa ter of

some one... says some one... says some one...

some one... says some one... says some one...

S.

A.

T.

B.

Pno



  


 











37



                   

 



  


    


          


 
                  



 

                 



  
   


 

 













 




 








 












































 








  






 


















 














sub.	







sub.	
















- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

Ce dar Lake, B de Ma ka Ska, or Min ne ha ha Creek be tween their toes,

Ce dar Lake, B de Ma ka Ska, or Min ne ha ha Creek be tween their toes,

B de Ma ka Ska, or Min ne ha ha Creek be tween their toes, or

B de Ma ka Ska, or Min ne ha ha Creek be tween their toes, or

S.

A.

T.

B.

Pno
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


      
 




 
      


   

 





                     





                    

 


 


   







  
 




 
 


 



 



 






   








   










  






 














tenderly

tenderly

tenderly

tenderly
  



  

  

























































-

-

- - - - -

- - - - -

seen... or re

seen sun dog rise... or re

seen a sun dog rise be tween sky scrap ers at eight A M, or re

seen a sun dog rise be tween sky scrap ers at eight A M, or re

S.

A.

T.

B.

Pno














45

                      

                      

                      

                      

                      

     
    


     


   


  







  






 














     

     

     

     

     

      



































- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

moved a glove to shake hands with a man at the bus stop af ter giv ing him ten dol lars,

moved a glove to shake hands with a man at the bus stop af ter giv ing him ten dol lars,

moved a glove to shake hands with a man at the bus stop af ter giv ing him ten dol lars,

moved a glove to shake hands with a man at the bus stop af ter giv ing him ten dol lars,

S.

A.

T.

B.

Pno
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




   

  

     
 







    
  

   
  

  




   


   

   
  

  





  


   

     
  






 


 

 

 
  


 

  
 










 

 
 



   


 

  
 


 





  






 














with	increasing	conviction

with	increasing	conviction

with	increasing	conviction

with	increasing	conviction  

 

 

 

 

 




































- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

or seen neigh bors come to each oth er’s de

or seen neigh bors come to each oth er’s de

or seen neigh bors come to each oth er’s de

or seen neigh bors come to each oth er’s de

S.

A.

T.

B.

Pno




















54

  
 


       

 
 



  

 

     




 
 



  

 

 


        



  




 
 


 

     



 

      


 

 





 

















 





 









  






 
























 

















- - -

- - -

- -

- -

fense, armed on ly with signs, phones, whist les, and

fense, armed on ly with signs, phones, whist les and

fense, armed with signs, phones, whist les and

fense, armed with signs, phones, whist les and
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
  

   

      






  

         
   


  

         


        

   


  

   
   


      

   











 








 

 


 
 









  






 














 

 





 

- -

- -

- -

- -

bod ies. I love my neigh bors. I love my

bo dies. I love my neigh bors. I love my

bod ies. I love my neigh bors. I love my

bo dies. I love my neigh bors. I love my
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
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








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



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




    


      






     
      



  
            




   








       




    
















    

 







    





  






 














poco

poco

poco

poco












sub.	

sub.	

sub.	

sub.	

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

home. I love Min ne a po lis.

home. I love Min ne a po lis.

home. I love Min ne a po lis.

home. I love Min ne a po lis.
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